These notes relate to the deaths of forty women which occurred in Dundee during the year October 1922 to October 1923. All the deaths occurred at childbirth or within twenty-eight days thereafter, with three exceptions in which the interval between childbirth and death exceeded that period. These three cases are, however, included in the series, as the evidence suggests that childbirth contributed to some extent to the fatal results.
The circumstances attending the pregnancies and deaths were carefully investigated in each case immediately after the information of the occurrence of death reached my Department; and it may therefore be assumed that the particulars obtained are reasonably accurate, although in some cases incomplete,, owing to the fact that certain of the patients had not their usual residences in Dundee.
In the course of this review, I have ventured to submit observations 011 certain points of administrative importance. These observations must be accepted with reservation, for admittedly the evidence is insufficient. The number of cases in the series is too small for reliable conclusions to be formed,, and again the cases are, to some degree, selected in that all the patients died, and it may be that the circumstances attending their deaths would apply in an equal manner to another series of forty patients all of whom recovered. The views expressed must therefore be considered more as suggestions which require support from other quarters, and they are submitted merely in order to serve as a starting point for a thorough discussion of a very important and urgent question. 
